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February 13, 2012
Claire McGinnis
Tax Collector / Treasurer
Town of Amherst
4 Boltwood Avenue « Town Hall
Amherst, MA 01002
RE Tax Bill / Property Name
11 Strong Street
Amherst, MA
Dear Ms McGinnis:

[ write to you on behalf of my wife, Susan D. Roznoy, and after discussing this matter with a local
colleague, Attorney Meg Ziomek, who has represented Susan over the years. Attorney Ziomek
recommended contacting you, suggesting you would be able to address the matter and assist us. It
appears you would be able to address this situation administratively, which is the most expeditious means
to do so in Massachusetts. In Connecticut this issue is resolved in a different manner.

My wife Susan Roznoy owns, in her own name, the real property at 11 Strong Street in Amherst.
She originally took title in June 1996 with her late husband, William E. Lee, at which time her name was
Susan D, Lee. The property is now in two contiguous parcels:

*  1.40 acres, parcel ID: 11B-000-175, location 11 Strong Street, in the name of Susan D. Lee; and

* 5,227 sq. feet, parcel ID: 11B-000-176, location 0 East Pleasant Street, in the name of
William E. & Susan D. Lee.

William Lee died September 10, 2004 after an illness; enclosed is a copy of his death certificate.
A proper “Affidavit for Release of Massachusetts Estate Tax Lien...” was executed and recorded in
November 2004; a copy of this, as recorded, is also enclosed. Susan and William had a loving, fruitful
marriage of 40 years and were Ambherst residents since 1983 (Leverett before then).

Susan and I were married May 30, 2009; a copy of our marriage certificate is also enclosed. She
is now known as, and has officially changed her name to, Susan D. Roznoy.

The issue is: Susan continues to receive tax bills and other official documents from the town in
the name of Susan Lee; sometimes the inquiries are directed, still, to William E. Lee. While this is
emotionally and legally problematic for Susan, it also creates legal difficulties for the town: For example,
when Director of Public Works Guilford Mooring sought approval for a temporary easement on her
property (the town is improving the sidewalk as part of the “Safe Routes to Schools” project):

1. The information he had was for William Lee, for whom there was no listing for contact,
delaying his finding a “Susan Roznoy” as being connected to the property;

2. When Mr. Mooring presented the easement approval forms, they sought the signature of
both William and Susan Lee;
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3 Susan signed the grant of easement as Susan Roznoy, but any search of title indicating her
ownership of the property would leave a break in the chain of title, even though she
indicated, parenthetically, “(Lee)”. Although the Select Board accepted this easement, its
legal validity, in my opinion, is questionable, as nowhere in the chain of title is there a
document indicating a “Susan Roznoy™ has authority to grant an easement on the property
of a “William and Susan Lee.”

Based on my years of practice in Connecticut, the filing of two documents on the land records
there addresses the issue: (1) the certificate of no tax due, similar to the affidavit filed in Massachusetts,
combined with (2) a simple Change of Name Certificate indicating a change of name due to marriage.

In Massachusetts a change-of-name certificate is not used. Here, the new name is recorded only
when property is conveyed, at which time the grantor indicates a name change by a notation of “formerly
known as ....”

(The only recommendation of the Registrar of Deeds for correcting this situation is for Susan to
convey the property back to herself, a cumbersome and costly process at least. Inquiries to the
Massachusetts Bar Association have only resulted in an acknowledgement that this void in the chain of
title should be corrected, probably by legislative action.)

If the property owner has no intention of conveying, any actions in the interim are subject to
questions of validity due to the difference between the record name of the property owner and the name
of the current owner. Susan has no intention to convey, will be the sole owner of her property for the
foreseeable future.

Not only is this a legal issue: As you may imagine, receiving mail and other inquiries — tax
bills, requests for information from the town, the Registrar of Voters, Public Works, etc. — in the name
of “William E. Lee” or “Susan Lee” can often draw out uncomfortable, if not difficult, thoughts and
feelings. There is no need to continue this practice.

On behalf of Susan we respectfully request that you change the name on the town’s tax register
for Susan’s property to Susan D. Roznoy, and pass this information on to other town agencies listing
property owners. You have the documentation (enclosed) to do so, and there is no other “official” means
available to address this problem, short of an unnecessary conveyance.

Susan would be especially grateful for your assistance in this matter. By acknowledgement, she is
appending her recognizance and support of this request. If you have any questions please do contact me.
Thank you,

Yoyrs very truly,

encl.
copy: M. Ziomek, Esq. (w/o encl.)
RTR/jin



Susan D. Roznoy

11 Strong Street
Ambherst, Massachusetts 01002

tel: 413-549-6814

February 13, 2012

Claire McGinnis

Town of Amherst Tax Collector
4 Boltwood Avenue * Town Hall
Amherst, MA 01002

RE Name on Tax Bill and Other Documents

Dear Ms McGinnis:

This is to confirm my support of the request of my husband, Attorney Richard
Roznoy, to have the town records recognize me in my new name, Susan Roznoy, as
described in his letter of this same date.

Thanks very much — if you have questions, please call.

Sincerely yours,

sk Loy

(

Susan D. Roznoy
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STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
A REGISTRY OF VITAL RECORDS AND STATISTICS ) FEGISTERED NuMBER STATE USE oncy

DECEDENT - NAME FIRST MIDDLE . LAST SEX DATE OF DEATH (k. Day, Yr)
1 William E, Lee , M | September 10, 2004
PUACE OF DEATH {Cay/T, onn): COUNTY OF DEATH . HOSPITAL OF OTHER INSTITUTION - Name (i nox in ihar, give stroer and mmber)

Hadley Hampshire Sunbridge Care & Rehabilitation
4 4b ac
PEACE OF DEATH [Cripck only ona}: SOGIAL SECURITY NUMBER IF 15 WAR VETERAN
HOSPITAL: O OTHER ) o 0 SPECIFY waR
Chnpatient [] ER/Cumpationt [T poa Nursing Home Residence [ Other (s, V] — - Tr
Llinga o X pecty s 129-28-1785 ,orean

WAS DECHDENT OF HISPANIC CRIGIN?
i yas, Speclly Puang Rican, Dominican, Cuban, eic,)
ES

DECEDENTS EDUCATION Hghest Grads Compeatod)
Etemanlag Sec (0-12) , College (14 S+t
s 12 4

NO [y
Spocify:
AGE - Lasl Birthday . ‘mmﬁmm BIRTHPLACE (City ang Simte or Forelgn Couniry
Y5} MOg, ! DAYS
10a 67 |, ! n-Englewood NJ

USUAL OCCTPATION KiND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY

LAST SPOUSE 7 wifa,
{Pror - ¥f Retirec)

MARRIED, NEVER MARRIED give maldan nams)

WIDCWED OR DIVORCED

12 Married w Susan D, Hornsh s Designer w Self Emplo ed
RESIDENCE -~ NC. & 5T, CITY/ OWN, COUNTY, STATEICOUNTHY ZIP CODE
15 11 Strong St, Amherst Bampshire MA sy 01002
FATHER - FULL NAME STATE OF 8IRTH {if not in s, MOTHER - RAME (GIVEN; (mmsm STATE OF BIRTH { not in tha us,
Edwin Levy reme et Y Elizabeth Clark !

16 17 18 19
INFORMANT'S NAKE MAILING ADDRESS « NG, & gT, CITYImown, STATE, Zip COnE RELATIONSHip
»_ Susan D, Lee 2 11 Strong St., Amherst, Ma 01002 » Wife
23 METHCD OF AMEDIAT ISPOSITION FUNERAL SERVICE LICENSEE OR THER DESIGNEE LICENSE 2

BURLAL g CREMATION .

EI‘!TOMEMENT REMOVAL FROM STATE -

e T Joseph F, Pasternak, 111, \ 6497
PLACE OF DISPOSH fLy of elery, Croy tory or oihar) . LOCATION (CityTe oWy, Stalg)
amgprlngfﬁe rematory , e Springfield,Ma
DATE OF DISPOSITION NAME AND ADDRESS OF FACHITY OR OTHER DESIGNEE
go3ept, 14, 2004 2BmWillir:unsburg Funeral Home 3 S.Main St., Williamsburg, M4
28 PART 1 - Enler the g , Injuries, or 1 the! causad the dsalh. Do nol use onty the Inoda of dying, such as-cardiac or resplialory amest, shock or heert fallure Approximate Interval

Lis! oty one cause on each fing (a through dj F&NT OR TYpPE LEGIBLY. . Batwrbr Onsat and Dsath

IMMEDIATE CAUSE (Final 0 i 1
dispase or condition resulting g, v L L Y L0 A

in doath} -.___)_‘ ¢ ) DUETO (08 A5 4 CONSEGUENGE oF

Sequentinlly kst condifions, f b,
%, dsading to immediate DUETO fOR AS A CONSEQUENCE O
cdise. Enter UNDEREYING

- CAUSE /disease o injury that ¢, iy el - o
inlated events reauiting in DUE TG og as A CONSEQUENCE OF) []

d.

WERE ALTOPSY FINDINGS
AVAILABLE PRIOR TO
COMPLETION OfF CAUSE
OF DEATH? (Yos or o)

PART H - Other signtficant conditions conbibuting to death byl et resulting in undsrlying cause givan in Part [,

30 32
MED. EXAM ¢ MANNER oFdJEATH DATE OF INGLIFY INJURY AT WORK
NOT#FED? LA NATURAL [ HomMicipe Oeoun vor pe DETERMINED (Mo, Day, vr) {¥as or No)

{¥es or No)

33 No [Jacciment [Jsuicioe G renping INVESTIGATION a5

354 .
DESCRIBE HOw TRJURY OCCURRED PLACE OF INJURY (At homne, LOCATION {No. & S, Chiv/Town, Statg)
farm, straai, Iectory, office brdg.,

e} Spocify

3s5d 358 asr

5 36a To the best o . 378 On the basis o examination andior invastigation iy ™y opinkon dealh oocumed 8l the ime,
55 causels) efitad, =y 0410, and piace and dus to the causa(s) statad,

B (Sipnature Y2 (Signatm
_§§ » 00 Tilg £ and Tt

o2 DATE SIGNED 775, fag; HOUR OF DEATH 8 ; DATE SIGNED (#e., By, Voj HOUR OF DEATH

<5 LT

£° s Sept 13 2004 a6 11:30 4 825 4y aze
2t mEoe 3 §  PRONOUNGED DEAD iz, Day, ¥y PRONGUNSED DEAD 7
% ¥ W) o

8 ses 298 37g 376 M
NAME AND ADDRESS OF CEATIFYNG 3 YSICIAN OR MEDICAL EXiNER Tvpe or LICENSE N0, OF CERTiFER;

| Y L =0 ) MWW LG |
38 A 33
WAS THERE 4 IFVES, DATE IF VES, TIRE 40d NAME OF PHONGUNGER TITLE
PRONGUNCEMENT FORM?| PRONGUNGED PRONOUNCED
Jesortio) Yo g w SePt10, 2004 11:304 Jeremey Beaupre Kian [ira
DATE BURIAL PERIIT 155UED S 7 07 REGEIVED IN'THE CITY/TGWR OF DATE OF RECORD
SIGNATURE® CLER YRETT (28]
HEALTH AGENT . SIGNA 7 fp? ¥
41 2 53
/

Town Clerk
’ Hadley, Massachusetts
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Bk: 08268 Pg: 225

AFFIDAVIT FOR RELEASE OF MASSACHUSETTS ESTATE TAX LIEN PURSUANT TO
MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS CHAPTER 65C, SECTTON 14(a) AND
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE DIRECTIVE 03-2

BT

Bk: 8288 Pg: 226 Doo: AFF
Page: 1 of 2  0B5/20/2005 02:46 PM

RE: WILLIAM E. LEE ("Decedent")

late of AMHERST, MA
Date of Death: 09/10/2004
I, SUSAN D, LEE, after first being duly swom, do depose and say that:

L. I'am the duly appointed and qualified Executor under the Will of the Estate of the
Decedent filed with the Hampshire County Probate Court Docket No.

2 At the time of his/her death, the Decedent owned an interest in real estate situated
at 11 STRONG STREET AMHERST, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, as
more particularly described in a certain deed dated June 20, 1996 and recorded in

the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds at Book 4922, Page 152 and a deed
dated July 31, 1995 and recorded in said Registry in Book 4707,

Page 147. .
3. The gross estate of the decedent does not necessitate a Massachusetts estate tax

filing pursuant to Massachusetts Department of Revenue Directive 03-2 and as
such tax is determined pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 65C,
Section 2A by reference to the United States Internal Revenue Code as in effect
on December 31, 2000, The gross estate of the decedent does not
necessitate a federal estate tax filing,

4. This affidavit is given pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 65C, Section 14(a) and Massachusetts
Department of Revenue Direstive 03-2,

Executed under the pains and penalties of perjury this 2/ ol day

of /Uow«ﬁu- , 2004, -

Property Address: 11 STRONG STREET AMHERST

SUSAN D. LEE




Bhe Uommonwealth of Massachuseits
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

{Siate file number!

REGISTRY OF VITAL RECORDS AND STATISTICS AMHERST
{City or town making retum.
; CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE Rerserad N 20

! Place of MarriageA e \ /{ ¢ egisicled No. .. &M

City or Town ;"’1[1' 5’/‘5?’" 2 Date of Marriage - ‘fv’ 70 %i Intention No. 14

(Do not enter name of village or section of city or town) (Month) / (Day) (Year)
3 FULL NAME PARTY A 11 FULL NAME PARTY B

RICHARD T. ROZNOY SUSAN DEBORAH LEE

3A SURNAME 1A SURNAME

AFTER MARRIAGE ROZNOY AFTER MARRIAGE ROZNOY
4 DATE OF BIRTH 5 OCCUPATION 12 DATE OF BIRTH {3 OCCUPATION

NOV. 28, 1944 HUMARNIST ATTORNEY OCT. 27, 1840 DESIGNER

¢ RO ReIE 11 STRONG ST. H %féig?{-@ 11 STRONG ST. "
CITY/ w TY/ A
TownN_AMHERST sTMA  Ccope 01002 TOWN _AMHERST sTMA___copi1002
7 NUMBER OF 7A WIDOWED 15 NUMBER QF 15A WIDOWED
MARRIAGE OR DIVORCED MARRIAGE OR DIVORCED
(Ist, 2nd, 3rd, e1c.) 4TH DIVORCED (1st, 20d, 36d, etc) 2ND WIDOWED
§ BIRTHPLACE 16 BIRTHPLACE
NEWARK NEW JERSEY PHILADELPHIA PENNSYLVANIA
(Cily or town) (S1ate or country) {City or lown) (State or country)
9 NAME OF 17 NAME OF
MOTHER /PARENT HELEN ROZNOY/WLADYKA MOTHER /PARENT ALICE BETH HORNSBY/ADAMS
10 NAME OF FRANK RUZNCY/ROZNOY 18 NAME OF THOMAS HORNSBY/HORNSBY
FATHER/PARENT FATHER/PARENT
19 THE INTENTION OF MARRIAGE by the above-mentioned persons was duly enlered by me in the records of the Community of
AMHERST according to law, this.. _15TH day ofARRIL H9_.
() COURT WAIVER jiqycqAPRIL 7% oOG0gemy) teagam (Leiclo B3
[J AGE ORDER (Month) (Day) (Year) = M (City or Town Clerk or Regisl.rar)

<

20 | HEREBY CERTIFY that [ solemnized the marriage of the above-named persens at No.

-

- J@g&w’ Az
and‘alimber} j

(If marriage was sole; ed in a church, give its NAME instead of street
//4’5/?/’«7% /{74125‘5 : on M// - éd , /Q—Jd 7

!WIIIN—‘ZS.W[;U'ml

ol

2t Certificate recorded by city or town clerk

! Mmq‘/w

(Month) (Dav} (Years CLERK OR REG]STRAR/’ /

22 PARTY A SEX [MALE (JFEMALE

[[25 PARTY B SEX: (IMALK BFEMALE

A true copy, attest
\M Lettac ﬂ VGW -

Sandra J. Burgess
Amherst Town Clerk

A-3646




