Note: responses are in red – as provided to Dave Waskiewicz at on a site inspection 5/1/07
April 26, 2007
William Rock
23 Amherst Rd

Pelham, MA 01002
Re: Application to finish 3rd floor space as family room and to repair existing finished space on 3rd floor of 254 Lincoln Ave.

Dear Mr. Rock,
I have reviewed the plans submitted with the building permit application to finish a 3rd floor room and repair an existing room.  The following information needs to be provided before the permit will be issued:

· The application is to repair an existing room on the third floor and finish one room on the third floor :
· The plans do not clearly identify the current and proposed use of the existing spaces. What is the current use? 
· What is the proposed use?
·  It appears that the unfinished space is to be finished as a Family room. Does the existing framing meet the requirements for a 40 lb live load/10 lb dead load?  If not how do you propose to reinforce the floor to meet required loads? (existing joist full 2" x 8"s 14-15' spans)
· If any of these areas were not sleeping rooms and are to be converted to sleeping rooms an upgrade of the smoke detection system is required throughout the house.  If that is the case a floor plan for each floor with spaces labeled for use, and smoke detection located on the plan will have to be submitted.  
· The application states that a portion of the 3rd floor that was unfinished will now be finished – please check with the Fire Department about the new carbon monoxide detection regulations with respect to this work.(carbon monoxide detection added)
· The Building Code requires a 22" x 30" access opening to attics with a clear height of over 36", what is the height of the "unfinished" storage areas on the south side of the structure, if over 36" where will the access panels be located?(24" x 40" access panels)
· Please provide information about the framing and u-values for the sky-lights (to be submitted) – Dave noted they are longer than shown on plans and 1 rafter had to be cut to install each sky-light)
· The proposed ceiling height was not included on the plans. Will ceiling heights meet the requirements for habitable space as defined in section 3603.8 of the Massachusetts State Building Code? (sketched unto spec sheet – raised ceiling is at 9' height)
· Are there any other modifications to the ceiling/roof framing other than "framing rafters down" (2 x 4's hung from existing rafters) to accept 12" insulation i.e. are ceiling joists to be removed, raised etc? (no)
· Are the new knee walls to be bearing walls and if so what is the load path to the foundation? (no)
· The plan indicates a large portion of wall is to be removed between the stairwell area and the proposed family room is the wall load bearing?  

· What is the span of the new opening?

·  What is the header size?

· How will the load be transferred to the foundation?

· How will these spaces be heated and/or cooled?  (Electric heat)
The Building Permit application is on hold until these issues have been addressed.

Sincerely,

Bonita Weeks 

Building Commissioner

