May 29, 2002
Theta Chi

C/O Richard Partridge

14 Highview St.

Needham, MA 02194

Re: 496 N. Pleasant St.

Dear Mr. Partridge:

This letter is in reference to 496 North Pleasant Street.  On May 28, 2002, Health Officer, Tom Dion, advised me that he went to 496 North Pleasant St. for a scheduled
re-inspection.  He stated no one was at site and was unable to conduct his inspection. Mr. Dion stated that windows were broken and a large amount of furniture and trash was scattered around the building, and he suggested I take a look.

I went to the site and found a subject and his father moving his belongings.  I asked if I could look around, and the subject gave me permission. 

I observed damage and violations throughout the building; damage was done to emergency lights, illuminated exit signs, windows, walls and conditions were unsanitary throughout the building.

I believed the violations were serious and a danger to the safety of the occupants therefore, I “Posted the Building”.  The subjects on site, and Jean Harlow, Property Manager, were notified of what I found and the action I had taken.     

This letter is to serve as a “Notice of Violation” in accordance with Section 118.0 of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Building Code, 6th Edition for the following violations:

Please note that all references are to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Building Code, 780 CMR. 6th Edition unless otherwise noted.
Throughout Building:

1. Discharged/missing fire extinguishers.

2. Unsanitary Conditions.
3. Obstructed means of egress.
4. Windows broken. 

Basement:

5. Illuminated exit signs damaged and not working.

6. Emergency lights damaged not working.

1st floor:

 7. Broken furniture/trash blocking means of egress path
2nd Floor:
8. Hole in wall (fire separation).
9. Illuminated exit sign broken.

3rd Floor:

10. Illuminated exit sign, south stairwell, not working/broken.

11. Holes in walls - Room 24.
12. Strobe light for fire alarm broken.
13. Emergency lights north stairwell broken.
14. Smoke alarms hanging by wires from ceiling (appear to be functional).
The above violations must be corrected before the building is occupiable.
If you are aggrieved by this “Notice of Violation” and the order to correct them, you may appeal this decision in accordance with Section 122.0.
In addition to the “Notice of Violation” this letter is to serve as an “Exit Order” under Section 3400.5.1.  The “Exit Order” is for:

1. Hazardous Means of Egress - Obstructed and unsafe lighting. (Section 3400.5 & 3400.6)

As prescribed in Section 3400.5.1, I am declaring the the building unsafe in accordance with the provisions of Section 121.0.
As per our discussion on May 29, 2002, the building can be occupied during day light hours to perform the necessary repairs.  When the responsible person leaves, the building must be secured. The above violations must be corrected or a plan of corrective action submitted within thirty days of receipt of this notice.
If you feel aggrieved by this “Exit Order” you may appeal the decision in accordance with Section 121.6 of the Massachusetts State Building Code which states: “…owner aggrieved by such order may have the remedy prescribed by M.G.L.C. 139 S2…”

If you have any questions concerning this matter you may contact me at 256-4030

Sincerely,

Mark A. Snow

Building Inspector

Cc: Jean Harlow
      Jesse Margolius

      Mike Wesiman

      Lindsey Stromgren

      Tom Dion  

