September 23, 2003
Marc D & Margaret R Hastings

249 East Pleasant St.
Amherst, MA 01002

Re: work without a permit

Dear Ms. Hastings:

This letter is in reference to your property located at 249 East Pleasant Street.  It has come to my attention that an overhead garage door has been removed and two double hung windows have been installed. According to our records no building permit was issued for this work.

This office is also not aware of any change of use for this space in question. Massachusetts State Building Code sixth edition requires a building permit for this work.

Permit Required

Section 110.1 Massachusetts State Building Code, Sixth Edition (780 CMR) States:

Permit application: It shall be unlawful to construct, reconstruct, alter, repair, remove or demolish a building or structure; or to change use or occupancy of a building or structure; or to install or alter any equipment for which provision is made or the installation of which is regulated by 780 CMR without first filing a written application with the building official and obtaining the required permit therefore.
Section 106.2 – Applications and permits:  The building official shall receive applications and issue permits for the construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, demolition, removal or change in use or occupancy of buildings and structures, inspect the premises for which such permits have been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of 780 CMR.

A building permit application with a description of the work performed along with a labeled floor plan must be submitted to this office within fifteen days of receipt of this letter. Failure to do so will result with further action, 

780 CMR 118.0 VIOLATIONS

118.1
  Unlawful acts:  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to use, occupy or change the use or occupancy of any building or structure or to erect, construct, alter, extend, repair, remove, demolish any building or structure or any equipment regulated by 780 CMR, or cause same to be done in conflict with or in violation of any of the provisions of 780 CMR.

118.3 Prosecution of violations:  If the notice of violation is not complied within the time period specified in said notice of violation, the building official may institute the appropriate proceedings at law or in equity to restrain, correct or abate such violation or to require the removal or termination of the unlawful occupancy of the building or structure in violation of the provisions of 780 CMR or of the order or direction made pursuant thereto.

118.4 Violation penalties:
Whoever violates any provision of 780 CMR, except any specialized code referenced herein, shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or bother for each such violation.  Each day during which a violation exists shall constitute a separate offense.  The building official shall not begin criminal prosecution for such violations until the lapse of 30 days after the issuance of the written notice of violation.

If you have any questions you may contact me at 256-4030

Thank you for your cooperation concerning this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Snow

Building Inspector

