November 5, 2003
William Gillen

409 Main Street

Amherst, MA 01002

Re: 118 Sunset Ave.

This letter is regarding the plans submitted for the 3rd floor renovations at 118 Sunset Ave.

While reviewing the plans submitted, the following issues were found and either additional information is needed or changes need to be made to comply with current Building Code requirements:

1. Plans show a 7 inch step at front entry way, I was told by contractor Jim Hayes that this area was being built up to match the height of the existing floor. Please explain what work in this area is being done.
2. 3rd floor architectural plan indicates the space behind the knee walls will be filled with non combustible insulation. 3rd floor sprinkler plan shows sprinklers in the space behind the knee walls, please clarify as to what is being done. If the space behind the knee walls is filled with non combustible insulation how is the ventilation requirement being met? And is the floor load designed to carry the additional load? If the sprinkler system is installed in this space, how is the energy code requirement being met?
3. Sheet A.2 3rd floor architectural plan shows a 1 hour fire rated UL tested wall assembly, please submit the listed assembly. 

4. The occupant load for the 3rd floor has been calculated using the Massachusetts State Sanitary Code, 105 CMR 410.000.  Please calculate occupant load using 780 CMR Massachusetts State Building Code, Sixth Edition and submit.
5. A Building Permit Application has not been submitted to this office. An application is needed before a Building Permit can be issued.

6. On October 23, 2003, a transmittal was sent to the Amherst Fire Department for the fire protection and fire alarm narrative report.  

7. Sheet A.2: 3rd floor architectural plan shows the north end of the 3rd floor as a storage room. The 3rd floor plan submitted on October 24, 2003 shows a bed in this room and an occupant load for the third floor as eight. I believe this occupant load is an increase from what has been in the past.  The room on the north end of the building is not an approved sleeping room; this room is approved for limited storage.  
The 3rd floor plan submitted October 24, 2003 indicates Mr. Mulcahy described the bed layout, at the time of the purchase, as this room being a sleeping room with a bed. 
 Semi annual inspections are conducted within this fraternity house and at no time when I conducted these inspections, which were in conjunction with the Amherst Fire and Health Departments, was there a bed within this room.  The occupants of the building had a clear understanding this room was not to be used as a sleeping room.  This room is not an approved sleeping room, and this office will not approve this room for a sleeping room until all code related issues including the means of egresses, comply with 780 CMR Massachusetts State Building Code, Sixth Edition.

 I understand from Building Commissioner, Bonnie Weeks, this issue was discussed during a preliminary meeting and that Bonnie made it clear at this meeting that this room was not approved for use as a sleeping room, and that the third floor occupant load could not increase without first addressing code related issues including the means of egress.
Please make the necessary changes and submit the needed information promptly, so the permitting process can be completed.

If you have any questions, you may contact me at 256-4030

Thank you for your cooperation concerning this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark A. Snow

Building Inspector      

