AMHERST PLANNING BOARD PRIVATE 

RECORD OF DECISION

SITE PLAN REVIEW

SPR 2003-00004, 74 North Prospect Street, ABC House
Request

On March 13, 2003, Kuhn Riddle Architects Inc., on behalf of Amherst Committee for A Better Chance, Inc. (ABC), filed SPR 2003-00004, a request for Site Plan Review approval for the renovation and addition to the existing ABC House at 74 North Prospect Street (Section 3.330).

PRIVATE 
Site Visit

The Board did not hold a site visit for this application.
Public Hearing

The public hearing notice was published in the Daily Hampshire Gazette on April 1 & 8, 2003, and  was sent to abutters on April 1, 2003.  The hearing began on Tuesday April 15, 2003 in the First Floor Conference Room, Town Hall.

Mr. McNerney opened the public hearing for this request to renovate and construct an addition to the residence for Amherst Committee for A Better Chance, Inc., located on North Prospect Street.  (Map 11C/Parcel 208)

Mr. Chris Riddle, Kuhn Riddle Architects, presented the proposal to the Board and said that the ABC House has been at this site for about 25 years.  The program brings inner city kids into Amherst to attend the high school.  There are accommodations for 6-12 students and two house parents.  Currently, Mr. Riddle said there are 7 students in residence.  The actual number has varied over the years between 6 and 12.  

The proposal is to construct an addition to the rear of the existing house between it and an existing barn.  This addition would provide six bedrooms and two baths for the students,  allow for the expansion of the house parent apartment, and convert space into study and common space.  No expansion of the program is proposed and the number of students and house parent residents is anticipated to remain the same.  The addition will provide more space for existing functions, he said.   The only change to the outside is to repave a portion of the existing driveway.

Mr. Riddle told the Board that the renovations are on hold at this time, due to budget pressures.  Numbers from the capital campaign should be available in a couple of weeks, he said.  

He then reviewed the waivers requested and issues noted in the Development Application Report.  Mr. Riddle told the Board that the students are not allowed to have cars.  The only cars belong to the house parents and/or their children.  Mr. Riddle said that the use is comparable to a single family dwelling.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Berger MOVED:  to close the public hearing.  Ms. Rooney seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously, 9-0.
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SPR 2003-00004, 74 North Prospect Street, ABC House
PRIVATE 
Decision

Following discussion the Board voted 9-0 to approve this Site Plan Review approval for renovation and addition to the existing ABC House at 74 North Prospect Street (Section 3.330).  The decision is subject to the following waivers and conditions:

Waivers
1)  Traffic Impact Statement

2)  Landscaping Plan

3)  Sign Plan

4)  Soil Erosion Plan

5)  Parking Requirements

6)  Licensed Plan Survey

Conditions 
1)  Engineering drawings for the sprinkler system, water and sewer lines shall be submitted to the    

     Town Engineer for approval. 

2)  Best practices to minimize runoff and the loss of soil shall be utilized.

3)  Four (4) copies of the final revised plans shall be submitted to the Planning Department.

4)  This permit shall expire in two (2) years if substantial construction has not begun.
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SPR 2003-00004, 74 North Prospect Street, ABC House
PLANNING BOARD

Amherst, Massachusetts

RECORD OF DECISION

SPR 2003-00004, 74 North Prospect Street, ABC House
The Amherst Planning Board hereby grants this Site Plan Review approval for renovation and addition to the existing ABC House at 74 North Prospect Street (Section 3.330).  This approval is based on the information provided at, and plans submitted for, the public hearing held 04/15/03.  It is subject to the following waivers and conditions: 

Waivers

1)  Traffic Impact Statement

2)  Landscaping Plan

3)  Sign Plan

4)  Soil Erosion Plan

5)  Parking Requirements

6)  Licensed Plan Survey

Conditions 

1)  Engineering drawings for the sprinkler system, water and sewer lines shall be submitted to the    

     Town Engineer for approval. 

2)  Best practices to minimize runoff and the loss of soil shall be utilized.

3)  Four (4) copies of the final revised plans shall be submitted to the Planning Department.

4)  This permit shall expire in two (2) years if substantial construction has not begun.
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