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CNN Best Places to Live1 
America’s Best Small Towns 
 
1 Louisville, CO  
2 Milton, MA  
3 Solon, OH  
4 Leesburg, VA  
5 Papillion, NE  
6 Hanover, NH  
7 Liberty, MO  
8 Middleton, WI  
9 Mukilteo, WA  
10 Chanhassen, MN  

1 (http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bplive/2011/) 

RelocateAmerica.com2  
Top Overall Places to Live  
 
1 Austin, TX 
2 Grand Rapids, MI 
3 Boulder, CO 
4 Raleigh, NC 
5 Dallas, TX 
6 Greenville, SC 
7 Augusta, GA 
8 Boise, ID 
9 Omaha, NE 
10 Oklahoma City, OK 

2 (http://www.relocateamerica.com/top-100-cities/) 
5 (http://www.well-beingindex.com/default.asp) 

Gallup-Healthways Well Being Index5 
Large Cities 
 
1 Washington, DC 
2 Austin, TX 
3 San Jose, CA 
4 Seattle, WA 
5 San Francisco, CA 
6 Minneapolis, MN 
7 Boston, MA 
8 San Diego, CA 
9 Raleigh, NC 
10 Hartford, CT 

Mid-Sized Cities 
 
1 Boulder, CO 
2 Lincoln, NE 
3 Fort Collins, CO 
4 Provo, UT 
5 Honolulu, HI 
6 Madison, WI 
7 Cedar Rapids, IA 
8 Gainesville, FL 
9 Bridgeport, CT 
10 Peoria, IL 

Small Cities 
 
1 Burlington, VT 
2 Olympia, WA 
3 Bellingham, WA 
4 Bremerton, WA 
5 Topeka, KS 
6 Barnstable Town, MA 
7 Charlottesville, VA 
8 Kennewick, WA 
9 Medford, OR 
10 Amarillo, TX 
 
 

Parenting.com 3  
Best Cities for Families 
 
1 Washington, DC 
2 Austin, TX 
3 Boston, MA 
4 Minneapolis, MN 
5 Des Moines, IA 
6 Madison, WI 
7 Honolulu, HI 
8 Omaha, NE 
9 Seattle, WA 
10 Louisville, KY 

Sperling’s Best Places4  
Best Cities to Relocate to 
 
1 Charlottesville, VA 
2 Santa Fe, NM  
3 San Luis Obispo, CA  
4 Santa Barbara, CA  
5 Honolulu, HI  
6 Ann Arbor, MI  
7 Atlanta, GA  
8 Asheville, NC  
9 Reno, NV  
10 Corvallis, OR 

Men’s Health6  
Best Cities for Men 
 
1 Madison, WI  
2 Fargo, ND  
3 Plano, TX  
4 Burlington, VT  
5 San Jose, CA  
6 Lincoln, NE  
7 Austin, TX  
8 Aurora, CO  
9 Virginia Beach, VA  
10 Seattle, WA 

Men’s Health7 
Most Eligible Women 
 
1 Washington, D.C. 
2 Portland, ME 
3 Boston, MA 
4 Seattle, WA 
5 New York, NY 
6 San Francisco, CA 
7 Durham, NC 
8 Raleigh, NC 
9 Oakland, CA 
10 St. Paul, MN 
 

6 (http://www.menshealth.com/health/best-cities-men-2011/page/2) 
7 (http://www.menshealth.com/health/where-babes-are#axzz1ltRQk8tb)  

3 (http://www.parenting.com/article/2011-best-cities-to-live) 
4 (http://www.bestplaces.net/docs/studies/bestplaces05.aspx) 

WHAT ARE THE “10 BEST”? 





Importance of Geographic Scale  
(w.r.t. boundaries and units) 
  
 
Aggregate scale induces unequal representation  
(w.r.t. towns, block groups, blocks) 
 
 

How do we deal with what to include versus what data are available and 
how to appropriately “combine” that data? 

Boston 

NYC 

Amherst 

Chittenden County, 
   Vermont 



PRESENCE OF SIDEWALKS 



PRESENCE OF SIDEWALKS 



PRESENCE OF SIDEWALKS 



ACCESS TO FOOD/GROCERIES 



ACCESS TO FOOD/GROCERIES 

4 mi. 

5 mi. 



ACCESS TO FOOD/GROCERIES 

140 mi/mo 

50 mi/mo 



ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE 

Too short? 



ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE 

≈7 mi. 



EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

≈3 mi. 



3 miles 5 miles 
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BRIEF QUESTIONS and/or  
COMMENTS 

James Sullivan, P.E. 
UVM Transportation Research Center 

Lance A. Jennings, M.P.A. 
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Matthew Coogan 
Director, New England Transportation Institute 

Data and Information from:   
Vermont Center for Geographic Information 
 
New England Transportation Institute,  
UVM Transportation Research Center (NETS) 
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