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“Maps and Apps”

• Community Basemaps is part of a bigger picture
• Four Generations of GIS:

- The Fortran Era: 1965 – 1980
- The Command-Line Era: 1980-2000
- The Desktop Era:  2000 - ???
- “Maps and Apps”: 2010 - ???

• The vision:
- Use a “best-practices” information model
- Use configurable application templates
- Use common, authoritative basemaps

• Make government open, transparent and efficient
• Think beyond jurisdictional boundaries

- (Wildfires, West Nile Virus, Terrorists don’t care about boundaries)









Community Base Maps

• Beautiful cartography designed as background context for data
• 20 zoom level image cache, from global to neighborhood
• Hosted free in the cloud by Esri
• Maintained by authoritative sources: city and county GIS agencies
• Authorities’ vector data remains property of agency
• Authorities’ vector data can’t be downloaded
• Integral part of ArcGIS 10
• Can be viewed on Desktop, Web (arcgis.com) and iPhone / Android / 

Windows 7



Community Maps Benefits

• Make GIS operations more efficient: quick visualizations
• Free Application templates in Apps Gallery
• Representation of surrounding area – out to global
• Using GIS to improve efficiency of government: online information 

for citizens versus phone response
• Using GIS to make government more open and transparent
• (If jurisdiction sells data): advertisement for GIS data
• Showcase for GIS Department’s work



NEARC Participation



What’s Coming?

• “These are the good old days”
• Expand coverage and detail
• Update existing coverage
• Make it easier for users to participate
• Add new community maps
• Add new capabilities to support more uses and Apps
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