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What is your experience with  

Census Data?

 What types of Census data have you 

used for your mapping projects?

 What questions do you have about using 

Census data for your maps?



What is your experience with  

American FactFinder?

 How many of you have used the 

Legacy (or older) version of the 

AmericanFactFinder?

 How many of you have used the NEW 

American FactFinder?  

 What has been your experience using 

these interfaces?



Types of Census Data –

Re-Districting

Re-Districting Data (P.L. 94-171)

 First data set released from the 

Decennial Census

 Used for legislative apportionment

 Basic demographic variables:  

 Race, Hispanic Origin for both Total 

Population and 18+ Population

 Household Occupancy Status for Total 

Population



Types of Census Data –

Summary Files 1 and 2

Summary File 1 (SF1) –

 Decennial Census – 100% population

 2000 – Short form

 2010 – Only data collected (no long form)

 Data available to Block Level

Summary File 2 (SF2) – More detailed

SF1 crosstabulations by race, ethnic,

and ancestry groups.



Types of Census Data –

Summary Files 1 and 2

Variables – Basic population and household

and crosstabulations

POPULATION HOUSING

Age Household Size

Gender Household Type

Race

Hispanic Origin



Types of Census Data –

Summary Files 3 and 4

Summary File 3 (SF3)

 Decennial Census - Sample Data 

 2000 - Long form sent to 1 of 6 households 

 2010 – Replaced by American Community 

Survey

 Most data available to Block Group (one 

level above Block)

Summary File 4 (SF4) – More detailed

SF3 crosstabulations by race, ethnic,

and ancestry groups.



Types of Census Data –

Summary Files 3 and 4

Variables - Detailed Social, Economic,

Demographic, and Housing 

POPULATION HOUSING

Education Number of 

Rooms/Bedrooms

Income Year Building Built

Poverty Value of Home

Transportation

Marriage



Types of Census Data –

American Community Survey

American Community Survey (ACS) –

 Rolling monthly sample - Approximately 1 

of 40 households (or 3 million) per year

 1, 3, and 5 year average estimates

 1 year – Areas with population 65,000+

 3 year – Areas with population 20,000+

 5 year – Population of Census Block Groups+



Types of Census Data –

American Community Survey

USE WITH CAUTION!!

 Data points come with Margins of 
Error that must be included for 
aggregating data rows or determining 
trends/comparisons. 

 Only compare data from one time 
period to another (1 year to 1 year, 3 
year to 3 year, etc.)

 Be careful comparing to earlier years 
of ACS or Decennial Census data



Types of Census Data - Others

 Population Estimates -
 Annual population data between Decennial 

Census years

 Basic demographic variables (age, gender, race 

down to county level) and only counts for 

cities/towns

 Economic Census -
 Data about businesses and industries

 Taken every 5 years in years ending in 2 and 7



NEW American FactFinder –

Current Content

 2010 Re-districting data (P.L. 94-171) 

Summary File 

 2010 Demographic Profiles (state level 

only)

 2000 - 2008 (only says 2008 though) 

Population Estimates

 2000 Census Summary Files 1-4 and 

other data



NEW American FactFinder –

Future Content

New Data to be added soon:

 2010 Summary File 1 – Summer, 2011

 2010 Summary File 2 – Winter, 2011

 2010 ACS data (1 year average) – Fall, 

2011

 2008-2010 ACS data (3 year average) –

Fall, 2011

 2006-2010 ACS data  (5 year average) –

Fall, 2011 or early 2012



NEW American FactFinder –

Future Content

Data in Legacy American FactFinder to be moved

By Fall, 2011 
 American Community Survey 

 Population Estimates 

 Economic Census 

 Annual Survey of Manufacturers

 County Business Patterns

 Nonemployer Statistics

Notes
- One current dataset and one prior will transfer

- Some older data will move to archival site (checkbox under

Topics section) 



Legacy American FactFinder –

How to Access

Two Ways:
 Direct Route - http://factfinder.census.gov

 Census home page  - www.census.gov > Left banner -

FactFinder link > Transition page –

http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transitio

n.html) > Legacy FactFinder

http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transition.html
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transition.html
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transition.html


Legacy American FactFinder -

Interface

Access Data - Four Separate and

Well-Defined Steps:
1. Data Sets

2. Table Type

3. Geography

4. Tables



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Data Sets



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Table Type



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Table Type (Major)
NOTE:  If not finding data needed, check each table 

type as it may have data not found elsewhere.

 Detailed – Can customize geography; hundreds of 
preset tables narrow in scope (Ex. Any area or group 
of areas - Age Ranges 1-4, 5-9, 10-14, etc.)

 Custom – Detailed tables that can be customized by 
deleting variable rows that are not relevant (Ex. Any 
area or group of areas - Ages 1-4 and 5-9 ONLY)

 Geographic - Compare all areas of a certain 
geographic type on a certain subset of  variables (Ex. 
All counties in MA on Age and Sex variables)

 Quick – Can customize geography; limited subset of 
tables providing broad profile information (Ex. Any 
area or group of areas - Single years of age under 30 
by sex)



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Table Type (Major)
 Subject Tables (ACS data) – One geography, listed 

by subject such as Age and Sex, Education, 
Income, etc. (Ex. Suffolk County, MA -
Characteristics of Teenagers 15 – 19 Years Old)

 Data Profiles (ACS data) – One geography, multiple 
table profiles for Social, Demographic, Housing, 
and Economic subject areas (Ex. Hampshire 
County, MA - Demographic – Sex and Age, Race, 
Hispanic Origin, etc.)



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface - Geography



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Tables

1.
2.



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Tables

What’s this? – Shows table preview without data



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Tables



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Tables



Legacy American FactFinder –

Interface – Tables



Workshop Exercise #1- American 

Community Survey Data

Table Type Pros Cons

Data Profiles

Subject

Geographic 

Comparison

Detailed

Custom



Workshop Exercise #1- American 

Community Survey Data 

(10 minutes) 

Question: Using the 5 year (2005-2009)

Estimate, can you find the percent of children aged 5-14

years in Hampshire and Hampden Counties in

Massachusetts?

Please try several different types of tables (Data Profiles,

Subject Tables, Geographic Comparison Tables, Detailed

Tables). What are the pros and cons of each?

American FactFinder 
Legacy

http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/


American Community Survey 

Data – Additional Resources
 ACS Page - http://www.census.gov/acs/www/

 Comparing ACS Data -
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_d
ata_users/comparing_data/

 Handbooks for Data Users -
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_d
ata_users/handbooks/

 Margins of Error –

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/han
dbooks/ACSResearch.pdf - Appendices 3 
(Measures of Sampling Error)  and 4 (Making 
Comparisons)

 AFF Thematic Maps with ACS Data -
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/epss/tm_re
sult_17.html

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_data/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_data/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/handbooks/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/handbooks/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/handbooks/ACSResearch.pdf
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/handbooks/ACSResearch.pdf
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/epss/tm_result_17.html
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/epss/tm_result_17.html


NEW American FactFinder –

How to Access

Two Ways:
 Direct Route - http://factfinder2.census.gov

 Census home page  - www.census.gov > Left banner 

- FactFinder link > Transition page –

(http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transit

ion.html) > NEW American FactFinder

http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transition.html
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transition.html
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff_transition.html


NEW American FactFinder –

Interface

__________________________________________

Goal: Use Quick Start or filters in search

tabs (Topics, Geographies, and Population

Groups) and add search parameters to

“Your Selections” box to limit Search

Results to a manageable number.

_______________________________________



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface

Differences from Legacy American FactFinder:
1. Not as straightforward to search.

2. Must pay attention to titles of selections and tables 
if intend to search on name. 

3. Can preview multiple tables in Search Results by 
clicking check marks and clicking on Compare. 

4. Don’t have to specify table type (still can if desired).

5. Can customize tables better (many Excel-like 
features).

**Please let me know what other differences 

you discover or have discovered!



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface

Two Ways to Search for Data:

 Quick Start – one topic/table name and 

one geography

 Search Tabs (Topics, Geographies, 

Population Groups, and Industry Codes) 

along left side of screen



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface

Other Features

 Address Search – provides geographic 

information such as block, block group, 

tract, place, state, etc.

 Reference Maps – displays boundaries 

and roads



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Quick Start



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Results



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Modify Table

Capabilities (some may not be available)

1. Show/Hide Rows and Columns 
(Collapse/Expand Data Categories to show 
and hide multiple rows simultaneously) -
Display only data points needed

2. Re-arrange Columns or Rows – place data 
points in desired sequence

3. Sort Ascending or Descending – rank data 
point for multiple geographies

4. Transpose Rows and Columns

5. Filter Rows



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Bookmark

Two Options:

 Bookmark – Save data table on browser.

 Save Query - Use Load Query on main 

page to reload. Note:  Could not open 

when I tried.



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Download

Three Options

Database Compatible (Option 1)

 Comma Delimited (.csv) –

 Zip file with three files

 Spreadsheet or database program file contains 

Geographic ID for area

Presentation Ready (Options 2 and 3)

 Microsoft Excel (.xls)

 PDF – option for Portrait or Landscape

American FactFinder NEW

http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/


NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Search Tabs

Geographic Overlay –



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Search Tabs - Geographies



NEW American FactFinder 

Interface – Search Tabs - Geographies
Geographic Filter Options – Search Method #1

 In “Enter geography name …” box at top, enter geography one 
level above what is needed  (Ex. state name if need counties or 
cities) in box at top and press Go button. Added to “Your 
Geography Filters.”

 Select button “Show all summary levels” near bottom of 
screen.

 Click on + sign next to “Summary Level” and select geography 
type(s) one level below what is entered above (Ex. County or 
County Subdivision).  Added to “Your Geography Filters.”

 Select under “Include in results” button “All Geographies” 
(Ex. All counties in Massachusetts, Hampshire County, MA) OR
“Individual geographies” (Ex. Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts).

 Select geography name(s) desired.  Added to general “Your 
Selections.” 

 Close “Select Geographies” screen (Cannot proceed until do).   



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface - Search Tabs - Geographies



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Search Tabs Geographies



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Search Tabs - Geographies



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Search Tabs - Geographies



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Search Tabs - Geographies



NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Search Tabs - Geographies

American FactFinder NEW

http://factfinder2.census.gov/


NEW American FactFinder –

Interface – Search Tabs –

Geographies – Exercise (5 Minutes)

Question:  Using the Geography tab,

can you find all the Census Block

Groups of your county or particular

geographies (cities, counties, etc.) of

your state?

American FactFinder NEW 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/


NEW American FactFinder Interface –

Search Tabs - Geographies

Geographic Filter Options – Search Method #2

 Under “Enter a geography name…”, type in 

name of area(s) or  “All Geographic Areas within 

____.”

 Select geography name(s) desired.  Added to 

general “Your Selections.” 

 Close “Select Geographies” box.



NEW American FactFinder Interface –

Search Tabs - Topics

 People – Demographic variables 

 Housing – Counts, demographic variables 

of occupants

 Year 

 Product Type – Types of tables/profiles 

available

 Program – Ex. Decennial Census, ACS, etc

 ** Dataset – Ex. 2000 SF1 data

 Good way to limit search

 Will expand greatly in coming months



NEW American FactFinder Interface –

Search Tabs – Population Groups

 Ancestry – Ex. Armenian

 Basic Race Category – Ex. White, 

Black or African American, Asian

 Race and Ethnic Group – Ex. Asian -

Chinese Alone



NEW American FactFinder Interface –

Search Tabs –

Class Exercise Together (5 Minutes)
_______________________________________

Question: I want to know the Asian 

population for children under 5 in all 

Connecticut counties.  Can I get the 

data for 2010 yet?  If not, can I find it 

for 2000? Can I create a map depicting 

this information?

_______________________________________

American FactFinder NEW

http://factfinder2.census.gov/


NEW American FactFinder Interface –

Help Resources

Help 

 Provides Help tools and information about data

 Link in upper right-hand corner from most 

pages -

http://factfinder2.census.gov/help/en/america

n_factfinder_help.htm

Glossary 

 Census Term Definitions/Explanations 

 Link in upper right-hand corner from most 

pages -

http://factfinder2.census.gov/help/en/america

n_factfinder_help.htm#glossary/glossary.htm

http://factfinder2.census.gov/help/en/american_factfinder_help.htm
http://factfinder2.census.gov/help/en/american_factfinder_help.htm
http://factfinder2.census.gov/help/en/american_factfinder_help.htm
http://factfinder2.census.gov/help/en/american_factfinder_help.htm


NEW American FactFinder

Interface – Help Resources

 Video Tutorials 

 Link from Top Center of Main Page to 

http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff2.ht

ml

 Cover areas such as Search tabs, Creating a 

Map,  Modifying a Table, etc. 

http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff2.html
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/aff2.html


NEW American FactFinder Interface –

Search Tabs –

Exercises in Class or on Your Own 

Explore what is available in the Search Tabs.

 Search #1 - Try Geography, Topics - Data Set and 

Topics – Product Type to see what is available.

 Search #2 – Try Population Groups and Topics –

People.  Can you find data on your group?  Next go 

into Geography and select something other than the 

nation as a whole. Does this have an effect?  

 Search #3 – Can you find the population for all 

Rhode Island Cities and Towns from 2000-2008? 

Hint: Look in Population Estimates. 


